How to Show Wind Direction and Strength
What is a Wind Rose?
A circular graph type diagram showing the range wind speeds and directions for a location over a given time period.
Task 1:
Using the wind rose below answer the following:
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	What direction is the prevailing wind? __________________________________
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	Would you expect this prevailing wind to be warm or cold? ______________ 

Why? _______________________________________________________________
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	What percentage of the time does the wind come from the west? __________ 
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	What percentage of the time was there no wind (calm)? __________________ 
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	Wind speeds are measured in m/s in this diagram. In others they are measured in miles/sec.  At sea the wind speed is expressed in knots.   There is an international wind measurement scale which expresses wind on a scale of 0 – 12.                                                                                           What is this scale called? _________________________________




Task 2: 
Compile a wind rose using the data below:
	Wind Direction for Breezely for 2010

	Direction for Tally
	Percentage

	N
	22.3%

	NE
	14.4%

	E
	5.2%

	SE
	2.6%

	S
	8.8%

	SW
	10.8%

	W
	8.9%

	NW
	27.2%

	Total
	100%
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What is the Beaufort scale?

It is an international scale for measuring wind speed.  Wind speed is indicated by numbers ranging from 0 for calm to 12 for hurricane. Each force is recognized by its effects on things such as flags and trees and on the surface of the sea.
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	Why do you think the Beaufort scale is often displayed as pictures?


	[image: image10.wmf]

	What different groups of people would be interested in the Beaufort scale?
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	According to the Beaufort scale, what is the wind speed today?



Task: Beaufort Wind Scale
The cards represent each category of the Beaufort scale.
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	Cut the cards out  
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	Place them in order from  1 – 12
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	Under each picture write the wind speed and description of wind
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               Answer sheet - order of cards
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